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Fortifications in the Elkhovs Arsa

1. In Pebruary and June 1953, Trudcvaks were observed excavating trenches south of
. Melnitsa (N 42-05, E 26-34), Elkhovo Okcliya, Circular fortifications on both
high and low points, observed betwsen Lesovo (N 41-59, E 26-34) and Melnitea,
were dbscribed as having open circular emplacements with dirt floors about three
meters in diameter and 50 centimeters deep with underground shelters covered with
wood and earth on either side, which are connected with the emplacement by short,
inelined trenchea.

2. There are two underground sonereste constructions in Lesovo. one in the barraclﬁs of

3 Komendstura of the Border Guard and one in the village. | 50X1-HUM
they are guarded by Army personnel.
Vi
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3, The barracks of an unidentified artillery unit are located in the southeast of Ruse.
Buildings incliude the following: !

&, 4 shoemaking ashop;
b. 4 shop for manufacturing clothing;

¢. A bekery; and

d. Several barracks buildings. w
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Field howitsers with barrels 2-3 meters long and drawn by four or six

horsea were observed in the area, An Army supply unit shares the barracks area
and opposite its barracks building is a new concraete loading ramp to the nearby
reilway line which runs into the western or "Halta" statlon of Ruse. The ramp
18 80-100 feet long and 1s used by the supply unit and to load agricultural
machinery manufactured at the nearby machirery factory.

The Danube Naval Base is located at the harbor on the Danube River and is housed
in a 3-story building about 40 meters long and 15-20 meters wide. At least 500
seilors are stationed at the base. Ten to fifteen military boats of the
"Kateri" type, 10-1%5 meters long, are kept at the base.

A powder ammunition factory is located 8-1G kilometers from Ruse in a wooded
section one kilometer north of the Russ-Lipnik (N 43-5C, E 26-07) highway. It
is surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by the Militia, It is belleved thet
workers in the factery are from Lipnik; which is one to 1.5 k'lometers away, or
that they are billeted in the factory area because they are not transported to

the factory from Ruse. 50X1-HUM

In November 1952 abosut 200 military acadsmy students were seen in Ruse. The
were wearing blue bresches, white~Soviet-style blcuses and red caps.

such miudents, woo are 19-20 years old, in Ruse aince 1951,

In the summer of 1952, reservists, both officers and enlisted men, were recalled
in Ruse for treining with Soviet weapons which had been adopted by the Bulgarian
Army. The officers were relemsed after 40 te 45 days' training and the enlisted
men after 60 daya.

The Classes 30, 1931, and 1932 are currently performing military service.
no one in the 1929 class still serving,

- l(
o 10 10 1n VIDR, 250X 1-HUM
gymnaziya graduates of the 1933 class wers conscripted with the 1932 class,

allegedly for officer training.

In Border Guard training classes, it is stated that the Bulgarian Army has the
gervices of Soviet spesiaiiats., It is not known how many or for what specific
purpose they are used.

In May 1953, a lakgs number of soldiers wers seen training near Konstantinovo
(N 42-36, E 26-05) on the west bank of the Tundzba River and the sound of artillery
fire could be heard. 50X1-HUM

a new military

alrfield was to be zonastructed south of the Ruse-~Tutrakan road in the "Slatina"
Quarter located 5-6 kilometers east of Ruse., At that time, work had not been
started on the airfield,

\ ‘ |& new stabilized road had been built to the 5ox{1_-HUM
airfield.
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